vantage over Cornelia. The charming portrait of Mrs. Cummings entitled The Bracelet was also included in the 1842 exhibition.
Thomas Seir Cummings, the artist and head of this family, was brought to New York from Bristol, England, as a boy. At fourteen his drawings showed so much promise that his father placed him in the drawing school of John Rubens Smith. Smith specialized in small water-color portraits, which show considerable insight and moderate skill. Three years later Cummings was taken on as a pupil by Henry Inman. There were only a few years difference in age between the two, and both were energetic and hard workers. In three years they formed the busi- 
